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| Who died 2 2 500 * Sin Years of Ages 


5 ee for Piety, Zeal and Faichfulneſs; but elpetially, who 

exceeded all to be. heard of in out late Ages, ir that Gift 
of foreſeeiug of Events, and foretelling what was to befal 

the Churches and Nations of Sgor LAND and IX ELAN, par- 
ticular Families and Perſons, Bad of his own Life and Death. | 
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Judg. ii. 10. And 40 all that ate As gathe red wito their 
| . and there aroſe another generation after them <which 
new not the Lord, nor yet the Works avhich De Pad done for 
Ifael. PA). xli. 1. Ixxviii. 1, 2: 

Mine enemies chaſed me fore, like a 1 cbithout cif Lam. iii. 52. 
The crown is fallen from ohr head ; Wo untous that wwe have Jinned, 
Lam. v. 2 iy 
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4 HAT Religion is a divine principle, infuſed into the 
ſoul, by a ——— power, is a truth evinced by in- 
numerable demonſtrations. . 5 
That this Principle is maintained by that divine Hand, who 
freely gave it, is likewiſe daily ſeen. | | . 

Conſequently, that Religion is not genuine which hath not 
Goo for its Author, together with the Holy Ghoſt for its ſup- 
porter and conductor. 5 „ 

The following Pages, afford an amazing inſtance, of one zea- 
louſly devoted to God, his Word, and the Miniſtry he was en- 
truſted with. — The changeableneſs, and indifference of his Bre- 

thren in thoſe perilous times, was an intolerable grief to him, 
(as all ſuch now are to thoſe who truly point out the way to 
Zion). The reader will eafily perceive he was a true ſon of the 
Kirk of Scotland, and a ſtrict adherer to the once dear but now 
forgotten Solemn League and Covenant; for which cauſe his 
Name is mentioned with the greateſt reſpect among the Pious, 
both in Scotland and Ireland. | | 

Among the voluminous writings of the paſt and preſent age, 
the lives of the ſincere and devout Chriſtians, has left the moſt 
durable impreflions. . 

If the ſtriking lives of HAL Y BURTON, BRAINxARD, HE NRT, 
DoppriDpGe, and WaLsH, &c. &c. &c. have yielded their pro- 
fitable delights to the pious Peruſer, I am perſuaded Mr. Peden's 
will not be deſtitute of its ſhare. | | | 

Tis true, the Language will not be ſo pleaſing to an Engliſh 
Ear; yet I hope not unintelligible. I deſigned at firſt to have put 
it entirely into an Engliſh Dreſs, but was afterwards convinced by 
a Reverend Divine it would be more ſtriking in its native Dialect. 

Nevertheleſs, I judged it neceſſary to expunge all the hard 
Scots words, and have ſubſtituted others in their place: I have 
alſo collected ſome hiſtorical notes, which will greatly aſſiſt the 
reader, not only to judge of thoſe times of perſecution, but like- 
wiſe, TI truſt, excite real thankfulneſs, for the peaceable privi- 
leges we now enjoy; likewiſe to fire uswith a holy zeal and fer- 
went diligence for cloſe communion, and walk with Gop in this 
Vale of tears until we are tranſlated to the New Jeruſalem, 


e 


There, in ſoft ſilent raptures wait, 
Till the ſaints number be compleat; | | 
Till the great trump of Gov ſhall found, | 
Break up the graves, and tear the ground; 
Then deſcending with the lamb, 

Every ſpirit, ſhall inherit; 

Bodies of eternal flame. 7 


——_—— 


That this may be thy happy Lot, Dear Reader, is the earneſt 
Prayer of thy Soul's Well-wiſher, _ | FE 


'LAVENHAM, SUFFOLK, 


Sept. 18, 1774. J. DUN CAN 
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LIFE AND DEATH 
| 25 ; 


Mr. ALEXANDER PEDEN. 


1. E was born in the pariſh of Sorn, in the ſheriffdom 

of Ayr. After he paſſed his courſes at the college, 
| he was employed ſometime to be ſchoolmaſter and 
ſeſſion-elerk, to Mr. John Gutherie, miniſter of the goſpel at 
Tarboltown. When he was about to enter to the miniſtry, a 
young woman was with child, a ſervant -in that houſe where 
he lodged; when ſhe told the father thereof: he ſaid, “ I 


will fly the country and go to Ireland; father it upon Mr. 


Peden, he has more to help thee and bring it up than I 
have“. The day he was to have his licence, ſhe came be- 
fore the Preſbytery, and ſaid, ** I hear you are to licence 
Mr. Peden to be a miniſter; do it not, for I am with child by 
him.” He being without at the time, was called in ; the Mo- 


derator told him; he ftood for ſome time ſilent, and then ſaid, 
„Moderator, I am fo ſurpriſed, I cannot ſpeak! but let none 


entertain ill thoughts of me, for J am utterly free of it, and 


God will vindicate me in his own time and way.“ He went 


home and walked at a water-fide upwards of twenty-four hours, 
and would neither eat nor drink; at laſt came in and faid, 


«© Give me meat and drink, for I have got what I was ſeeking, 
and I will be vindicated, and that poor unhappy woman will 


pay dear for it in her life, and will make a diſmal end; and 
for this ſurfeit of grief that ſhe has given me, there ſhall never 
one of her ſex come into my boſom ;?” accordingly he never 
married. Some of the old people, when I made enquiry about it 
in that country-fide, affirmed, that after the Preſbytery had been 
at all pains, and could get no ſatisfaction, they appointed Mr. 


Gutherie to give a full relation of the whole before the congre- 


gation, which he did; and the ſame day the father of that 
child was preſent; and when he heard Mr, Gutherie begin to 


read, ſtood up, and deſired him to halt, and ſaid, I am the 


fathes of that child, and I adviſed her to father it upon Mr. 


Peden, which has been a great trouble of conſcience to me; I 


could get no reſt until I came home to declare it.” However, 
it is Certain that afterwards ſhe was married, and every _ 


went croſs with them, and wandered from place to place, an 


were reduged to great poverty; at laſt ſhe came to the ſame 


27 * He had a little eſtatk. 9 
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fs: bf e where he ſtayed van. mY twenty- * hours 
and made away with herſelf. 

2. After this he was three years ſettled miniſter at New 
Glenluce in Galloway; and when he was obliged by the vio- 
lence and tyranny of the times to leave that pariſh, he lectured 
upon the twentieth chapter of the Acts, from the ſeventeenth. 
verſe to the end, and preached upon the thirty- firſt verſe in the 
forenoon, 7. berefore avatch and remember, that by the ſpace of 
three years, I ceaſed not to wwarn-every one night and day with 
tears, aſſerting, that he had declared the whoſe counſel of God, 
and had keeped nothing back; and proteſted that he was free 
of the blood of all ſouls. And in the afternoon he preached on 
the thirty-ſecond verſe. And now, brethren, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all them that are Jandifed. 
Which was a weeping day in that kirk, He many times re- 
queſted them to be ſilent, but they ſorrowed moſt of all, that 
he told them that they ſhould never ſee his face in that pulpit 
again, He continued until night, and when he cloſed the 
pulpit door, he knocked hard _ It three times with his 
bible, ſaying three times over, I arreſt thee in my Maſter's 
name, that never none enter thee, but ſuch as comes in at the 
door as I did.” Accordingly, never neither curate nor in- 
dulged entered that pulpit, until after the Revolution, that a 


Preſbyterian miniſter opened it. 
I had this account from ſeveral old perſons in that pariſh, 


who were witneſſes to it, worthy of all credit. 
3. After this he joined with that honeſt zealous handful, in 


the year 1666 fi that was broke at Pentland-Hills, and came the 
length | 


* On the thirteenth of November, xf 66, two hundred of the Preſbyterians 
aſſembled, and marched to Dumfries, where they ſeized Turner and his men, 
(who it ſeems were appointed for levying of fines.) A few days after about 
two thouſand of them met at Lanerick, they kept a ſolemn faſt-day, in which, 

after much prayer they renewed the Covenant, and ſent out their manifeſto, in 
which they declared, © They roſe not againſt the king, only to extricate them- 
ſelves from the grievous oppreſſion under which they groaned. They prayed 
Epiſcopacy might be put down, and Preſpytery and the Covenant might be ſet 
up, and their miniſters reſtored again to them; and then they promiſed in all 
other things they would be the king's moſt obedient ſubjects.“ The unhappy 
Archbiſhop Sharp being chief manager of the civil affairs of Scotland, ſent or- 
ders to Dalziel to march in purſuit of the rebels, and on the twenty-eighth of 
November, an hour before ſun-ſet, he came up to them, they being then on 
the top of Pentland-Hills. There was ſeveral miniſters with them, who after 
prayer, and ſinging the ſeventy-fourth and ſeventy-eighth Pſalms, encouraged 
them much; ſo they turned on the king's forces. But they were ſoon put in 
confuſion aſter the firſt fire, and ran for their lives. It was now dark ; forty 
were killed on the ſpot, one hundred and thirty were made priſoners, and car- 
ried next day to Edinburgh. Sharp cauſed ten of theſe to be hanged on one 
gibbet in Edinburgh, thirty-five were hanged before their own doors; 
their miniſters (a) not being able to make them renounce the Covenant (for 
which they all might have ſaved their lives) uſed them in a very harſh man- 
ner, denouncing them all damned for their obſtinacy and rebellion. 

(2) Theſe were the conforming part of the clergy, who had lately become 


ths court tools, men very didolute | in their lives. M 
Mr, 


length of Clyde with them, where he had a melancholy view of 15 
their end, and parted with them there. James Cuibſon, my | 
informer, to wham he told this, ſaid to him, “ Sir, you did 

well that parted with them, ſeeing ye was perſuaded they would _ : 
fall and tice before the enemy.“ At which he was offended, | 

and ſaid, ** Glory, glory to God, that he ſent me not to hell 
immediately; for | ought to have flayed with them, though I 

ſhould have been cut all to pieces.”  _ | þ ct 


1 — To this God-like height 
. Some ſouls have ſoar'd; or martyrs ne'er had bled. 


4. That night the Lord's people fell and fled before the enemy 

at Pentland Hills, he was in a friend's-houſe in Carrick, ſixty 

miles from Edinburgh ; his landlord ſeeing him mightily trou- 

| bled, enquired how it was with him ? he ſaid, . To morrow IL 

y | ” ſhall ſpeak to you,” and deſired ſome candle. That night he | 

| went to bed; the next morning. early, calling to his landlord, 
RE. ſaid, I have ſad news to tell you, our friends that were toge- OY 

3 ther in arms, appearing for Chriſt's intereſt, are now broken, 

| killed, taken, and fled, every man.” The good man faid, 

Lord forbid that that be true;“ he ſaid, Why do you 
2H ſpeak To; there is a great part of our friends priſoners in Ein- 
T2 burgh.” About forty-eight hours thereafter they were ſadly 
14 confirmed of the truth of it. This was ſpoken to William Ma- 

cutchen in Barranthrow pariſh. | LY, 

5. After this, in Jone 1673, he was taken by Major Cock- 
burn in the houſe of Hugh Ferguſon, in Knockdow in Carrick, 
who conſtrained him to tarry all night: Mr. Peden told him, 
« That it would be a dear mght's lodging to them both.” 
Accordingly they were apprehended that night, and next 
morning they were both carried priſoners to Edinburgh. 
Hugh Ferguſon was fined a thouſand marks, for harbour and 


converſe with him. Some time after examination he was ſent 


to the Baſs *, where he remained priſoner there, and at E- ; 
dinburgh until December 1678, when he was ſentenced for 
tranſportation. | 


- 6. While priſoner in the Baſs, one Sabbath morning, being 
about the public worſhip of God, a young laſs, about the age 


Pd 


„Mr. Maccail, a probationary preacher, was put to the torture; it was as fol- 
lows, they put a kind of iron boot on the leg, very ſtraight, then drove wedges 
between this and the leg, The wedge was intended to be driven only in the 
calf of the leg, but often was driven on the ſhin-bone. He bore his torture 
with the greateſt conſtancy, and died in a rapture of joy, crying, 

« Farewel, ſun, moon and ſtars; farewel kindred and friends; farewel world 
and time; farewel weak and frail body; welcome eternity, welcome angels 
and ſaints, welcome SAv1our of the world, welcome Gop the Judge of all !”? - 
Which words ſtruck all that heard with wonder and amaze, - 

General Dalziel killed many in cold blood; he cauſed one to be hanged 
when he was drunk, becauſe he would not tell where his father was, for whom 
he was in ſearch, | 94S | | 

* The Baſs is a large rock in the ſea, half a league from the Pier of Leith, 
formerly a ftrong fortification, but now demoliſhed, 3-4 
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fef 
of thirteen or fourteen years, came to the chamber door mack, 
ing with loud laughter: he ſaid, Poor thing, thou mocks 
and laughs at the worſhip of God: but e're long God ſhall 
write ſuch a ſudden ſurpriſing judgment on thee, that ſhall ſtay 
thy laughing, and thou ſhalt not eſcape it.“ Soon after ſhe 
Was walking upon the rock, and there came à blaſt of wind and 
ſweeped her off the rock into the ſea where ſhe was loſt, __ Ek 
While priſoner there, one day walking upon the rock, ſome. 1 
ſoldiers paſſing by him, one of them cried, The devil take 1 
him;“ he ſaid, Fy, fy, poor man, thou knoweſt not what 
thou art ſaying, but thou wilt repent that,” At which words 
the ſoldier ſtood aſtoniſned, and went to the guard diſtracted, 5 
crying aloud for Mr. Peden, ſaying, The devil would imme 0 
diately take him away,” He came and ſpoke, to him, and 
payee for him. The next morning he came to him again, and 
ound him in his right mind under deep convictions of fin. The 


es | _ 
n 
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guard being to change, they deſired him to go to his arms; he e 1 
refuſed and ſaid, He would lift no arms againſt Jeſus Chriſt's 8 
cauſe, and perſecute his people; I have done that too long.“ lk 


'The governor threatened him, with death next day at ten o'clock : 
he confidently ſaid three times, Though he ſhould tear all 
| his body in pieces, he ſhould never lift arms that way again.” 
| About three days after the governor put him out of the garriſon, 
ſetting him aſhore; he having wife and children, took a houſe 8 
in Eaſt Lothian, where he became a ſingular Chriſtian. Mr. . 
Peden told theſe altoniſhing paſſages to the aforeſaid James 8 
Cuibſon and others, who * A me. | 

7. When brought from the Baſs to Edinburgh, and ſentence 
| of baniſhment paſſed upon him, in December, 1678, and fixty 

3 more Rllow-petflagers fr the ſame cauſe, to go to America, 
never to be ſeen in Scotland again under the pain of death, 

he ſeveral times ſaid, * That the ſhip was not yet built that 
would take him or theſe priſoners to Virginia, or any other 
of the plantations in America. One James Cay, a ſolid grave 
Chriſtian man, being one of them, who lived in or about 

the Water of Leith, told me this, that Mr. Peden ſaid ta * 
him, “ James, when your wife comes in, let me fee her.” 238 
Which he did. Going to Mr. Peden's room, after ſome diſ- ah 
courſe he called for ſomething to drink, and when he aſked a 
| bleſſing, he ſaid, Good Lord, let not James Cay's wife mils 

| her huſband, until thou return him to her in peace and ſafety, 

| | which we are ſpre will be ſooner than either he or ſhe is lookin 

| for,” Accordingly that ſame day month that he parted with | 

q her at Leith, he came home to her at the Water of Leith. - 
=. 8. When they were on ſhip-board in the road of Leith, there 

IF was a report that the enemies were to ſend down thumbikins to 

keep them from rebelling. At the report of which they were 
much diſcouraged; he came above deck, and ſaid, © Why are you 

ſo diſcouraged ? you need not fear, there will neither thumbi- 
| kin nor bootikin come here; lift up your hearts and heads, for 
4 the day of your redemption draweth near: and if we were once 
at London we will all be ſet at liberty.“ And when n, on 


/ 


precious privileges. 


Ez 3 0 
their voyage, praying publicly, he ſaid, Good Lord, ſuch is 
thy enemies hatred at thee, and malice at us for thy ſake, that 
they will not let us ſtay in the land of Scotland to ſerve thee, 
though ſome of us have 8 but the canopy of the heavens 
above us, and thy earth to tread upon; but Lord, we bleſs thy 
name, that will cut ſhort our voyage, and fruſtrate thy wicked 
enemies of their wicked deſigns, and ſome of us ſhall go richer 
home than we came from home.“ james Pride, who lived in 
Fife, an honeſt man, being one of them, ſaid many times, 


He could aſſert the truth of this, for, after he came ſafely 


home, beſides other things he bought two cows, and before 
that he never had one.” I had theſe accounts both from James 
Cay and Robert Punton, men worthy of all credit, who was alſo 
under the ſame ſentence, who lived in the pariſh of Dalmony 
near the Queen's-Ferry. | 

9. When they arrived at London, the captain who received 
them at Leith was to carry them no further: the captain who 
was to receive them there and to carry them to Virginia, came 
to ſee them, they being repreſented to him, as thieves, robbers, 
and evil doers. But when he found that they were grave Chriſ- 
tian men, baniſhed for Preſbyterian principles, he ſaid, «© He 
would ſail the ſea with none ſuch.” In this confuſion that the 


one captain would not receive them, and the other would keep 


them no longer, being expenſive to maintain them they were ſet 


at liberty, without any impoſition of bonds or oaths ; and 


friends at London, and in their way homeward through Eng- 
land, ſhewed great kindneſs to them. 

10, * That diſmal day the twenty-ſecond of june, in the year 
1679, at Bothwell-Bridge, that the Lord's people fell and fled 
before the enemy, he was forty miles diſtant, near the border, 
kept himſelf retired unto the middle of the day, that ſome 
friends ſaid to him, Sir, the people are waiting for ſermon.” 
He ſaid, Let the people go to their prayers for me, I neither 


® By the Duke of Lauderdale's unheard-of oppreſſion, which was enjoined + 


on all who would not conform; the people was ſo inflamed as to riſe in 


large bodies; they were headed by one Sir Thomas Hambelton (a diſtant re- 
lation of biſhop Burnet's) they inhumanly murdered Archbiſhop Sharp in his 


coach. Notwithſtanding his provocation and great inſolence, and ſelling the 


whole tate of the church of Scotland with which he was intruſted, and con- 
ſequently involving them into innumerable difficulties, in depriving them of 


their religious privileges, and in time their civil alſo; yet this certainly muſt 


be looked upon as a great blot in their character. | 
Next week after this tranſaction, a large number met near Glaſgow, in a 
field for divine ſervice; they were attacked by a body of ſoldiers, but were re- 
pulſed. This alarmed the whole kingdom; Lauderdale, the Lord Commiſ- 
ſioner of Scotland, ſent to the king for immediate aſſiſtance. He ſent the 
Duke of Monmouth, who met with them at Bothwell-Bridge, at Hambelton, 
and ſoon totally defeated them. Out of the four thouſand, which was their 
full number, near three hundred were killed on the ſpot, and twelve hundred 
were taken priſoners. | | 8 | 
| Two of their preachers were hanged, As many as would ſign the above- 
mentioned bond, were ſet at liberty, the reſt were tranſported and periſhed at 
ſea. Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory, Vol. II. p. 829. | 
O reader, what doſt thou and I enjoy ? what would they have given for our 
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can nor will preach any this day, for our friends are fallen, and 


fled before the enemy at Hambelton : they are now cutting and 
haſhing them down, and their blood is running like water.“ 

11. After this he was preaching in Galloway, in the fore- 
noon he prayed earneſtly for the priſoners taken at and about 
Bothwell. But in the afternoon when he began to pray for 
them, he halted, and ſaid, „Our friends at Edinburgh, the 
priſoners, have done ſomewhat. to ſave their lives, but as the 
Lord lives, that ſhall not do with them, but the ſea; billows 
mall be many of their winding-ſheets, and the few of them that 

eſcape ſhall be uſeful for God in their generation.“ Which was 
ſadly veriſied thereafter. That which the greateſt part of theſe 
priſoners did, was the taking of that bond, commonly called the 
Black-Bond, after Bothwell, wherein they acknowledged their 
appearance in arms for the defence of the goſpel and their own 
lives, to be rebellion, and engaged themſelves never to make 
any more oppoiition. Upou the doing of which theſe perfidious 
enemies promiſed them life and liberty ; this with the curſed 
ſubtil arguments and advice of ſeveral miniſters, who went into 
the New-yard, where they were -priſoners, particularly Mr. 
Hogh Kennedy, Mr. William Creighton, Mr, Edward Jamiſon, 
and Mr. George Johnſton ; theſe took their turns in the yard 
where the priſoners were, together with a letter that was ſeat 
from that Eraſtian meeting of miniſters met at Edinburgh in 
1679, for the accepting of a third indulgence with a cautionary 
bond, Notwithſtanding the enemies promiſe, and the unhappy *' 
advices of theſe miniſters who were indulged ; after they were 


enſnared in this foul compliance, they tranſported two hundred 


and fifty-five, whereof two hundred and three periſhed in Orkney 
ſeas: this foul ſep, as ſome of them told me both in their life, 
and when dying, lay heavy upon them all their days, and that 
theſe unhappy arguments and advices of miniſters prevailed 
more with them than the enemies promiſe of life and liberty. 

In Auguſt 1679, fifteen of Bothwell priſoners got indictments 
of death, Mr. Edward Jamiſon, a worthy Preſbyterian miniſter, 
as Mr. Wodrow calls him, was ſent from that EFraſtian meeting 
of miniſters, at the Tolbooth, to theſe fifteen, who urged the law- 
folneſs of taking the bond to fave their lives, and that the refuſal 
of it would be a reflection upon religion and the cauſe they had 
2ppeared for, and a throwing away their lives for which their 
friends would not be able to vindicate them. He prevailed 
weich thirteen of them; this ſowred in the ſtomachs of ſome of 
theſe thirteen, and lay heavy upon them, both in their life and 
death. Theſe priſoners taken at and about the time of Both- 
well, were reckoned about fifteen hundred. << 

The faithful Mr. John Blackadder did write to theſe priſoners 
diſſwading them from ſuch compliance, and ſome worthy per- 
ſons of thoſe priſoners whom he wrote to, ſaid to me with tears, 
That they flighted his advice, and followed the unhappy ad- 
vices of theſe miniſters, who were making peace with the ene- 
mies of God, and following their foul ſteps, for which the 
would go mourning to their graves. I heard the ſaid MF. 

| ; N Blackadder 
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Blackadder preach his laſt public ſermon; before his falling into 


the enemies hands, in the night-time, in the fields, in the pariſn 


of Leviſton, upon the ſide of the Moor, at the new. houſe, on 
the twenty- third of March, after Bothwell, where he lectured 
upon Micah iv. from verſe 9g.” where he aſſerted, That the 
nearer the delivery, our pain and ſhowers would come thicker 
and ſorer upon us. And that we had been in the fields, but were 
not delivered, but we would go down to Babylon, that either po- 


pery would overſpread this land“, or would be at the breaking 


in upon us, like inundations of waters!“ and preached upon 
that text, that No: man ſhould be moved with theſe affliftions, fur ye 


yourſelves knozw that ye are appointed thereunto. Where he inſiſted 
upon, what moving and ſhaking diſpenſations the Lord had ex- 


erciſed his people with. in the former ages; eſpecially that man 
of God that went to Jeroboam's Bethel, and delivered his com- 
miſſion faithfully, and yet turned out of the way by an old lying 
prophet, how moving and ſtumbling the manner of his death 
was to all Iſrael! and earneſtly requeſted us to take good heed 
what miniſters we heard, and what advice we followed. When 
he prayed, he bleſſed the Lord That he was free of both bond 
and rope, and that he was as clear, willing, and free to hold 
up the publick, bleſt ſtandard of the goſpel as ever; and ſaid, 
++ The Lord rebuke, give repentance and forgiveneſs to theſe 
miniſters, that perſuaded theſe priſoners to take the bond, 
For their periſhing by ſea was more moving and ſhaking to 
him than, if ſome thouſands of them had been ſlain in the field.“ 
He was thereafter taken the 6th day of April, by Major Johnſton, 
in Edinburgh, and detained priſoner in the Baſs, where he died, 
As the intereſt of Chriſt lay near, his heart through his life, 
among his laſt words he ſaid, ++ The Lord would defend his 
own cauſe.” b qr” | 
12. After the public murthering of theſe two worthy women 
martyrs, Iſabel Abiſon and Marion Harvey, in the Graſs-Mar- 
ket of Edinburgh, January, 1681, he was in Galloway; a 
profeſſor of ſome note, who had more carnal wit and policy 
than ſuffer him to be honeſt and faithful, after reaſoning upon 


Never was this nigher an accompliſhment than now. When the. Papiſts 
aſſemble as public and as numerous, as any church or meeting in the place; and 
when converts (ſuch as they are) daily increaſe, which actually is the caſe in 
Norwich and Bury St. Edmunds, &c. &c. and in London particularly, where 
the number of prieſts is abſolutely paſt credit, and that of their deluded fol- 
lowers aſtoniſhing, I: would ſeriouſly aſk the penetrating politician if theſe 


dangerous innovators deſerve not the public notice of juſtice. And you, my 


zealous brethren in the miniſtry of every denomination, after but a moment's 
reflection (on Innocent the Eighth's Perſecution of the Waldenſes : that of 
France in 1545; the Iriſh Maſſacre, and the many Fires in Smithfield and 
Coventry, &c. made ſacred by the Precious Fuel of our pious Anceſtors) the 


alarm ought not to be ſounded from the ramparts of Zion to warn your flocks 


againſt the bloody contagion. | | 

But, ſhould the Almighty be determined to permit popery to ſpread or invade 
our land---one reaſon out of many may be, to turn the keen arrows of our ra- 
pid contentions about non-effentials and ſplitting of hairs---againſt theſe for- 
midable foes, which may be the happy means of procuring thoſe defirable 
jewels, Lowe and Peace in our happy Zion. | | h 
| the 
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the grounds of their ſufferings, affirmed, “ That they would 
never be reckoned among the number of the martyrs.” Mr, 
Peden ſaid, after muſing a little, Let alone, you'll never be 


honoured with ſuch a death! and for what you have ſaid againſt 
thoſe two honeſt worthy women, your death ſhall be both ſud- 


den and furprizing.” Which was verified ſhortly thereafter. 


That man ſtanding before the fire ſmoaking his pipe, dropt 
down dead, without ſpeaking more. | 


13. In the month of June, 1682, he was in the houſe of 
James Brown, of Paddockholm, above Douglas, John Wilſon, 


in Lanerick was with him, who ſuffered martyrdom in the 


_ Graſs-Market, in Edinburgh, the next year, May, 1683. He 


lectured at night upon the 7th chap. of Ames, and repeated 
theſe words in the gth verſe, three times, And I awill ri/e againſt 
the houſe of Feroboam with the ſword. - He laid his hands on 
John and ſaid, John have at the unhappy race of the name 
of Stuarts. Off the throne of Britain they ſhall go, if all the 
world would ſet fide and ſhoulder to hold them on.” Afterwards, 


in that exerciſe, he broke into a rapture about our martyrs, 
ſaying, ** They were going off the ſtage with freſh gales, and 


full ſails, and now they are all glancing in glory. O if you 
ſaw them! how would they aſtoniſh you.” He again laid his 
hand on the ſaid John, and ſaid, Encourage yourſelf in the 
Lord, and follow faſt John, for you'll get up yonder ſhortly, 
over all the hills of difficulties.” That night he went to the 
fields. On the morrow, about fix o'clock, John went to ſeek 
him, and found him coming to the houſe ; he ſaid, “ John, let 
us go from this houſe, for the devil is about it, and will take his 
prey with him.” John ſaid, «© We will take breakfaſt e're we 
go, it is a queſtion when we get. the offer again.“ He ſaid, 
« No, no, I will eat no more bread in this place, our landlord 


is an unhappy man, the devil will get him ſhortly, for he will 


hang himſelf.” Which very ſhortly came to paſs. His daugh- 
ter, Jane Brown, was the firſt that got him in her arms, hang- 
ing in the ſtable. She was reckoned by all to be a grave Chriſ- 
tian woman, but from that day had never her health, and died 
of a conſumption at laſt, after ſhe had been ſome time in priſon 
for her principles. This paſſage the ſaid John Wilſon reported 


ſeveral times to many, and ſome yet alive can bear witneſs of the 


truth of it. : 
14. In the year 1680, after the murthering of Mr. Cameran, 


and theſe worthies with him at Airdmos, he was near Machline, 


in the ſhire of Aire, one Robert Brown, of Croſs-houſe, and 


one Hugh Pinaneve, factor to the Earl of Lowdon, ſtabled 


their horſes in that houſe where he was, and went to a fair in 


Machline : and in the afternoon when they came to take their 
horſes, Hugh, a wicked wretch, both in principles and practice, 
brake out in railing againſt ſufferers, particularly againſt Mr. 
Cameron: Mr. Peden being in another room, overhearing all, 
was ſo grieved, that he came to the chamber-door and ſaid to 
Hugh, © Sir, hold your peace, e're twelve o'clock you ſhall 
know what for a man Mr. Cameron was; God ſhall pumiſh that 


blaſphemous 
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blafphemous mouth and curſed tongue of your's, in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſhall be aftoniſhing and affrighting to all that ſhall ſee 


you: and ſhall ſet you up as a beacon to all railing Rabſhakehs,* 
Robert Brown knowing Mr. Peden, haſted to his horſe, bein 

perſuaded that his words would not fall to the ground, — 
fearing that ſome miſchief might befal him for being in the 
ſaid Hugh's company, They rode home; Robert went to his 


own houſe, and Hugh to the Earl's houſe, and caſting off his 

boots, he was ſtruck with fickneſs and pains through his 

body, with his mouth wide open, and his tongue * | 
ing 


out in a fearful manner. They ſent for the ſaid Robert, 


uſed to take blood; he got ſome blood of him, but all in vain z 


he died before midnight, The ſaid Robert, an old man, told 
me this paſſage when in priſon together. 


Nor can RABSHAKEHS hope a milder fate, 
Th'n oppreſſor, covetous, or luſtful great, 
Much leſs the Arukzis r, (ATHErsT now no more 


U 


Tho' he Spineſa were, or Homss before.) 


15. In the year 1682, he was in Kyle, and preaching upon 
that text, The ploavers plowed upon my back, and drew long their 


furrows ; where he ſaid, Would you know who firit yoked 
this plough ? It was curſed Cain, when he drew his farrows fo 


long and fo deep, that he let out the heart's-blood of his brother 
Abel, and all his curſed feed will endeavour to follow his curſed 


example, and that plough has and will go ſummer and winter, 


froſt and freſh weather, till the world's end, and at the found 
of the laſt trumpet, when all are in a flame, their threats will 
burn, and their ſwingle-trees will fall to the ground; the 
plough-men will loſe « 4 hold of the plough, and the gaie's- 
men will throw away their gades ; and then, O the yelling and 


ſhrieking that will be among all his curſed ſeed, clapping their 


hands, and crying to hills and mountains, to cover them from 
the face of the lamb, and him that fits upon the throne, for 


their hatred of him and malice to his people.“ 


After ſermon, when marrying a pair, and the man having 
the woman by the hand, he Gia, * Indeed man you have a 
fine bride by the hand, but I ſee a covetous devil in her, ſhe 
is both a thief and a whore, let her go, you will be aſhamed of 
her;“ the man kept faſt her hand; he ſaid, You will not 
take my advice, but it will tend to thy diſgrace.” After mar- 
riage, when praying, he ſaid, **+ Good Lord, many a plough 
hath been yoked upon the back of thy church in Scotland, Pa- 


gans yoked theirs, Antichriſt yoked his, and Prelacy her's, and 


now the plagued Eraſtian Indulged, they have yoked theirs, and 
it ill became them. Good Lord, cut their theats that their 
ſwingle-trees may fall to the ground.” Enſign John Kirkland 
was witneſs to this ſermon and marriage, he was my very dear 


acquaintance and told me ſeveral times of this, and more of that 


ſermon. 


16. About 
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16. About the ſame time he was marrying two pair, he faid to 
the one, Stand by, I will not marry you this day;“ the bride- 


— 


groom was anxious to know his reaſon, and after the other's mar- 


riage enquired privately, he ſaid, '** You will thank me for this 
afterwards, and think yourſelf well quit of her, for ſhe is with child 
to another wife's huſband,” which was matter of fact, as time 
afterwards diſcovered. "Ds 5 3 275 N 
17. Shortly after that ſtroke at Bothwell, he went to Irelaud 
but did not ſtay long at that time. In his travels through Gall- 
way, he came to a houſe, and looked in the good man's face, 
and ſaid, They call you an honeſt man, but if you be fo 
you look not like it, you will not long keep that name, but will 


diſcover yourſelf to be what you are.” And ſhortly: thereafter 


he was made to flee for ſtealing ſheep. In that ſhort time he was 


in Treland, the government required of all Preſbyterian mini- 


ers in Ireland, that they fhould give it under their hands, that 
they had no acceſſion to the late rebellion at Bothwell- bridge in 
Scotland,” and that they did not approve of it, which'the moſt 
part did, and ſent Mr. Thomas Gowans, a Scotſman, and one 
Mr. Paton from the North of Ireland, to Dublin, to preſent it to 
the Lord Lieutenant ; the which, when Mr. Peden heard, he 
ſaid, Mr. Gowans and his brother Paton are ſent and gone 
the deviPs errand, but God ſhall arreſt them by the gate.” Ac- 


cordingly Mr. Gowans by the way was ſtruck with a fore fick- ' 


neſs, and Mr. Paton fell from his horſe, and broke his leg, and 
both of them were detained beyond expectation. I had this ac- 
count from ſame worthy Chriſtians when I was in Ireland. 
18. In the year 1682, he married John Brown, in Kyle, at 
his own houſe, in Preſt-hall, that ſingular Chriſtian, upon Ma- 
rion Weir: after marriage, he ſaid to the bride, ©* Marion, you 
Have a good man to be your huſband, but you will not enjoy 
him long, prize his company, and keep linen by you to be his 
winding-ſheet, for you will need it when you are not looking for 
it, it will be a bloody one.” This came to paſs in the begin- 
ning of May, 1685, as afterwards ſhall be made appear. 
19. After this, in the year 1682, he went to lreland again, 
and came to the houſe of William Steel, of Glenwhury, 
in the county of Antrim ; he enquired of Mrs, Steel, if ſhe 


wanted a ſervant for threſhing ? She ſaid, they did, and en- 


quired what his wages were a day or week? He ſaid, ne 
common rate was a common rule to which he aſſented.” That 


night he was put to the barn, to bed with the ſervant lad; and 


that night he ſpent in prayer, and groaning up and down the 


barn ; to-morrow he threſhed. with the lad; the next night he 


ſpent the ſame way ; the ſecond day, in the morning, the lad 


ſaid to his miſtreſs, © The man ſleeps none, but groans and 


prays all night, I get no ſleep with him, he threſhes very well, 
and not ſparing of himſelf, though I think he has not been uſed 
with it, for he can do nothing to the bottling and ordering of 


the barn, and when I put the barn in order, he goes to ſuch a 
place, and there he prays for the afflicted church of Scotland, and 


names many people in the furnace of affliction. He wrought 


the 


[2 


n . 


the ſecond day, his miſtreſs watched and overheard him praying, 


as the lad had aid; at night ſhe deſired her huſband to enquire 


if he was a miniſter, which he did, and deſired him to be free 


with him, and he ſhould not only be no enemy, but a friend to 


him. Mr. Peden ſaid, He was not aſhamed of his office ;“ 
and gave an account of-.his circumſtances : he was no more ſet 
to work, nor to ſleep with the lad; he ſtayed a conſiderable 
time in that place, and was a bleſſed inſtrument in the conver- 
ſion of ſome, and civilizing of others, though the place was 
noted for a rude wild people, and the fruits of his labour ap- 
pear to this day. There was a ſervant maid in that houſe, that 
he could not look upon but with frowns; and ſometimes when 
at family worſhip, he ſaid, pointing to her with a frowning 
countenance, ** You come from the barn and the byer, reeking 
in your luſt, and fits down amongſt us, we do not want you, nor 
any ſuch.” At laſt, he ſaid to William Steel and his wife, 
« Put away this unhappy laſs from your houſe, for ſhe will be 
a ſtain to your family, tor ſhe is with child, and will murther 
it, and will be puniſhed for the fame.” Which accordingly 
came to paſs, and was burnt at Carrickfergus, which is the 
uſual puniſhment of murderers of children there. I had this 
account from John Muirhead, who ſtayed much in that houſe, 
and other Chriſtian people when I. was in Ireland. | 
20. On the 2d day of Auguſt, 1684, he was in at Margaret 
Lumberd's ; that day there was an extraordinary ſhower of 
big hail, ſuch as he had never ſeen the like, ſhe ſaid. What 
can be the meaning of this extraordinary | hail ?? He ſaid, 
« Within a few years there would be an extraordinary ſtorm and 


ſhower of judgments poured out upon Ireland : but Margaret, 


ſaid he, you ſhall not live to ſee it;“ and accordingly ſhe died 
before that rebellion, and the reſt had a ſad accompliſhment at 
Derry and the water of Boyn. 8 A | 

21, On the 2d of February, 1685, he was in the houſe of 
one Mr. Vernor, in the ſame country, at night, he and John 
Kirkpatrick, Mrs. Vernor's father, a very old worthy Chriſtian, 
he ſaid to him, John, the world may well want you and me:“ 
but John ſaid, ** Sir, I have been very fruitleſs and uſeleſs all 


my days, and the world may well want me, but your death 


would be a great loſs.” “ Well John, you and I will be both 
in heaven, but your body will have the advantage of mine, for 
ye will get reſt in your grave until the- reſurrection. But for 
me, I muſt go home to the bloody land, (for this was his ordi- 


nary way of ſpeaking, bloody or ſinful land, when he ſpoke of 


Scotland) and die there, and the - enemies, out of their great 


wickedneſs will lift my corpſe to another place; but I am very 


indifferent, John, for I know my body ſhall lie among the dui 


of the martyrs, and though they ſhould take my old bones and 
make whiſtles of them, they will be all gathered together in the 


morning of the reſurrection: and then John, you and I, and 
all that will be found having on Chriſt's righteouſneſs, will get 
day about with them, and give our hearty. aſſent to their eternal 


ſentence of damnation.” The ſame night, after this diſcourſe, while 


about 
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about family worſhip, about ten or eleven o'clock, explaining the 
portion of ſcripture he read, he ſuddenly halted and hearkened, 


and ſaid, three times over, What's this I hear ?*” And heark- 


ened again a little time, and clapped his hands and faid, «© I 


hear a dead ſhot at the throne of Britain, let him go yonder, he 
has been a black ſight to theſe lands, eſpecially poor Scotland, 
we're well quit of him; there has been many a waſted prayer 
beſtowed on him.” And it was concluded by all, the ſame 
hour, in the ſame night, that unhappy man, Charles II. died. 
I had this account from John Muirhead and others, who were 


preſent, and confirmed in the truth of them by ſome worthy 


Chriſtians, when I was in Ireland. | | 

22. Upon the 4th of February ym, 1685, he preached 
at a wood ſide, near the ſaid Mr. Vernor's houſe, read the whole 
of the 59th pſalm; after reading, he charged his hearers, 
«© That none of thoſe open their mouth to ſing, but thoſe who 
could do it knowingly and believingly;“ for ſome few lines, 


few opened their mouths, but as John Muirhead and John 


Waddel, who were preſent, two ſolid Chriſtians, and great ſuf- 
ferers, who lived and died in the pariſh of Cambuſnethen, or 
Shots, ſaid to me, They and the greater part could not con- 
tain and forbear ſinging, but broke out with their hearts and 


whole ſtrength, ſo that they were never witneſs to ſuch loud ſing- 


ing, through the whole pſalm.” After ſinging, in his preface to 
his ſermon, he cried out, Pack, and let us go to Scotland; pack, 
and let us flee to Scotland, let us flee from one devouring ſword 
and go to another ; the poor honeſt lads in Scotland, are running 
upon the hills, and have little either meat or drink, but cold 
and hunger, and the enemy are purſuing them and murdering 
them wherever they find them. Their blood 1s running like 
water upon ſcaffolds and fields: riſe, let us go and take part 
with them, for fear they bar us out of heaven. Oh ſecure Ire- 
land ! a dreadful day 1s coming on thee within a few years, that 
they ſhall ride many miles, and ſhall not ſee a ſmoking houſe in 
thee. Oh hunger, hunger in Derry, many a black, pale face 
ſhall be in thee, and fire, fire (upon a town, whoſe name I 
have forgot, which was all burnt to aſhes.) This had an exact 
accompliſhment four years thereafter. And for the prophanity of 
England, and a formality and ſecurity of Ireland, for the loathing 
andcontempt of the goſpel, covenant-breaking, and burning; and 
for ſhedding innocent blood in Scotland, none of theſe lands ſhall 


e ſcape e're all be done. But notwithſtanding, I'll tell you good 
news, keep in mind this year, month, and day, and remember that 


I told you that the enemies have got a ſhot beneath the RIGHT 
wiING, and they may riſe and fly like a ſhot bird, but e're this 
day ſeven years, the ſtrongeſt of them all ſhall fall.” Then 
upon the 6th he was in that wood all day, and at night he came 
into the ſame Mr. Vernor's houſe, where ſeveral of our Scots 
ſufferers were: he ſaid, © Why are you ſo diſcouraged ? I know 


you've got ill news of the dreadful murther of your friends in 


Scotland; but Pll tell you good news, that unhappy treacher- 


ous, leacherous man, who has made the Lord's people in Fo. 
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land tremble theſe many years paſt, has got his laſt glut in 2 
lordly diſh from his brother, and he's lying with cold in his 
mouth”. The news of this came not to Ireland for twenty-four 
hours thereafter, The aforefaid John Muirhead and John 
Waddel, and other of our Scots ſufferers who had heard him 
preach the ſabbath before, conceived that this was the ſhot 


under the right wing, that he ſpake of Charles IPs. death the 


Friday night before, 5 

23. After this he longed to be out of Ireland, what through 
the fearful apprehenſions of that diſmal day of rebellion in Ire- 
land that came upon it four years thereafter, and that he might 
take part with the ſufferers of Scotland, he came near the coaſt 
one morning; John Muirhead came to him, lying within a 
hedge, he ſaid, * Have ye any news John?“ John ſaid, There 
is great fear of the [riſh riſing ;* he ſaid, No, no, the time 
of their hs not yet ; but they will riſe, and dreadful will it 


ing to go to public ports, but to ſome remote creek of the ſea; 
Alexander Gordon, of Kinſluir in Galloway, had agreed with 
one; but Mr. Peden would not fail with him, Mr. Peden hav- 
ing ſomewhat of the foreſight of what he did prove afterwards ; 
in the beginning of Auguſt, Before this, Kinſluir was relieved 
at Enterkin Paith, going from Drumfries to — Tiſo- 
ner, when the news of it came to Ireland, our Scots ſu 3 
{their acquaintance,) were glad of the news, eſpecially that 
Kinſluir was eſcaped : he ſaid, What means all this Kinſluir- 
ing, Kinſluiring ? There's ſome of them relieved there, that 
one of them is worth many of him, yell all be aſhamed of him 
e're all be done.“ Being in this ſtrait, he ſaid to Robert Wark, 
who is yet alive near Glaſgow, an old worthy Chriſtian, worthy 
of credit, Robert, go and take ſuch a man with you, and 


the firſt ye can find compel them, for they will be like the dogs 


of Egypt, not one of them will move their tongue againſt you.” 
Accordingly Robert and his comrade found it ſo, and brought 
her to that ſecret place where he was ; Robert and his comrade 
came and told him ; he was glad and very kind and free : he 
ſeemed to be under a cloud at that time; he ſaid, ** Lads, I 
have loſt my proſpe& wherewith I was wont to look o'er to the 
bloody land, and tell you and others what enemies and friends 


were doing. The devil and I puddles and rides time about 


upon each other : but if I were uppermoſt again I ſhall ride 
hard and ſpur-gall well. Pve been praying for ſome time for a 
ſwiſt paſſage over to the ſinful land, come of us what will, and 


were good for the remnant in Scotland, he never ſaw it, for as 
the Lord lives he ſhall wound that intereſt ere he go off the 
ſtage ; (which ſadly came to paſs in his life; and was a reproach 
to 1t at his death), A little before they came off he baptized a 


child to John Maxwell, a Glaſgow man, who was. fled'oyer | 


from perſecution : in his diſcourſe before baptiſm he burſt out 
vA ſmall boat oz ſhip that put in at creeks,” x : 


In 
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e was long detained waiting for a bark“, not dar- 


now Alexander Gordon is away with my prayer wind, but it ä 
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in a rapture, foretelling that black day that came upon Ireland ; 


and ſad days upon Scotland, the mother of the child is yer 
alive in Glaſgow, who told me this, that in the time he was aſ- 
ſerting theſe things ſhe was thinking and wondering what 


ground or aſſurance he had for them, he cried aloud, and ſhaking 


is hand at her, ſaid, © Woman, thou art thinking and won- 
dering within thyſelf, whether I be ſpeaking thoſe things out of 


viſions of my own head, or if I be taught by the Spirit of God. 


But I tell thee woman, that thou ſhalt live and ſee that I am not 
miſtaken.” She told me that ſhe was lately delivered, and out 
of her great defire to have her child baptized before he came off, 
that ſhe. took travail too ſoon, and being weak and fo ſurprized, 
hearing him mention the thoughts of her heart, that ſhe had 
almoſt fallen off the chair. At this exerciſe he told them, he 
could not leave Ireland until he had done this, and that this , 
was all he had to do in it. After baptiſm, ſhe ſat down to 
breakfaſt ; while he was aſking a bleſſing, he took up the bread 
and with much affection and enlargement of ſoul, ſaid, Lord 
here is a well covered table for us, but O what becomes of the 


poor young honeſt hearted lads in Scotland that. ſhames us all, 


in ſtaying and holding up their wounded ſwooning mother's 
head; now of all the children ſhe has brought forth, there's 
none will avowedly take her by the hand; and the poor cold 
hungry lads upon the hills, for the honour of thy own cauſe 
let them not ſtarve ; thou cauſedſt a ravenous heaſl greedy of 
fleſh itſelf to feed Elijah, and thou fedſt thy people in the wil- 
derneſs with angel's food, and bleſſed a few loaves and ſmall 
fiſhes, and made them ſufficient for many, and had experience 
of want, wearineſs, cold, and hunger, and enemies daily hunt- 


ing for thy life while in the world; look to them and provide for 


them: we'll all get the black ſtone * for leaving him and them.“ 
The waiters being advertiſed of the bark in that place, they 
and other people came upon them, which obliged them that 
were to come off to ſecure the waiters and people altogether for 
fear of the garriſon of Carrickfergus apprehending them, being 
near to it, which obliged them to come off immediately, howe- 
ver it might be with them. After that, twenty-ſix of our Scots 
ſufferers came aboard : he ſtood upon the deck and prayed, be- 
ing not the leaſt wind, where he made a rehearſal] of times and 
places, when and where the Lord had heard and anſwered them 
in the day of their diſtreſs, and now they were in a great ſtrait, 
waving his hand to the weſt, from whence he defired the wind, 
ſaying, © Lord, give us a loof full of wind, fill the ſails ; Lord 
give us a freſh gale, and let us have a ſwift and ſafe paſſage over 
to the bloody land, come of us what will.” John Muirhead, 


Robert Wark, and others that were preſent, told me that when 


he began to pray, the ſails were all hanging ſtrait down, but 
e're he ended they were like blown bladders. So with twenty- 
ſix ſufferers that were with them, he arrived ſafe in Scotland, 


S That was a ſign of condemnation, as was the white ſtone of abſolution 
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after a very ſwift paſſage. While on his paſſage when heſwas at 
prayer, he ſaid, Lord, thou knoweſt the bloody ſpirits of thy 


enemies, lay an arreſt upon them, that they may not entirely 
put an end to the faithful. Their time is not yet, though Mon- 
mouth and Argylle are coming, they'll work no deliverance.” Ar 


this time there was no report of their coming, neither did they 


come until ſome weeks afterwards. In the morning after they 
landed, he lectured before they parted, they ſitting on the fide of 


alittle hill, where he had fearful threatenings againſt Scotland, 


ſaying, ** The time was coming when they may travel many miles 
in Galloway and Nithfdale, Air and Chiddiſdale, and not ſee a 
ſmoking houſe, nor hear a cock crow: (and further ſaid) that 
his ſoul trembled to think what would become of the indulged, 
backſlidden MinisTERs in Scotland, as the Lord lives, none of 
them ſhould ever be honoured to put a right pin in the Lord's 
tabernacle, nor aſſert Chriſt's kingly prerogative as king and 
head of his church.” To the ſame purpoſe ſaid the never to be 
forgotten Donald Cargill, within eight hours of his martyrdom, 
that he feared, though there were not another miniſtry on all 
the earth, God would make no more uſe of them in a national 
reformation; but that dreadful judgments would enſue upon 
themſelves, and a long curſe upon their poſterity.” And Ru- 
therford ſaid, in his days, 1656, That ſad and heavy were 
the judgments, and indignation from the Lord that was abid- 
ing the unfaithful watchmen of Scotland ;*” (meaning the un- 
happy Reſolutioners.) When ended, he prayed earneſtly for 
many things: particularly that their IreJand-fins might be bu- 
ried in that place, and might not be ſpread with them through 
the ſinful land. 

24. When the greater part took their farewell of him, he 
ſaid to the reſt, To what houſe or place will we go?” One 
Hugh Kennedy ſaid, We will go to ſuch an houſe ;” he ſaid. 
«© Hewie, you will not get your noſe ſet there, for the devil 
and his children are there.“ Notwithſtanding Hugh went, and 
found the houſe full of the enemies. And that night, a woman 
of that houſe made away with herſelf. Hugh came quickly 
back, and told him. He ſaid, We'll go to ſuch an houſe, I 
have an errand there.“ When they went, the good woman was 
dying under great doubts and fears; where he was a bleſſed 
inſtrument of comfort to her. And ſaid to Hugh,“ Hewie, 
this is the errand I had here.” | ; 

25. They went eaſtward, ſomewhat contrary to his inclina- 
tion, until they came to the top of an hill, upwards of two miles 
diſtant from the houſe to which they deſigned. He halted and 
ſaid, © I will not go one foot further this way, there is un- 
doubtedly danger betore us.” A ſhepherd being there, he gave 
him a groat, and defired him to go to that houſe, and fetch 
them meat and news : when the lad came to the houſe, the good 
woman haſted, and gave him meat to them, ſaying, ** Lad, run 


and tell them that the enemies are ſpread about, and we are every 


minute looking for them here.” As the lad was going from the 


houſe, eighteen of the enemy were near, crying, Stand dog.“ 


The lad run, and fix of them 82 half a mile, and fu ed 
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at him, the ball went cloſe by his head; all that time Mr. 
Peden continued in prayer for him along with the reſt, (being 
twelve men). When praying, he ſaid, Lord, ſhall the poor lad 
that's going our errand, ſeeking bread to ſppport our lives, Joſe 
his ? Dire& the bullets by his head, however near, let them not 
touch him; good Lord, ſpare the lap of thy cloak, and cover 
the poor lad.” And in this he was heard and anſwered, in that 
there was a dark cloud of miſt parted him and them. 


In iron clouds was hid the publick light, 
And impious mortals fear'd their dire purſuit. 


26, About this time there was an honeſt, poor woman brought 
him and them ſome bread and milk, when aſking a bleſſing, he 
ſaid, As the times go now in this bloody land, this poor wo- 
man has endangered her life, in bringing bread to ſupport 
ours; we cannot pay her for it, but Lord, it is for thy ſake 
ſhe has brought it, there's no need that ſhe ſhould be a loſer at 
thy hand, thou giveſt plenty of bread to many that are not ſo wore 
thy of it : giving does not impoveriſh thee, and withhoiding 
does not enrich thee: give this poor woman twenty cakes for 
theſe few.“ The woman afterwards aſſerted, at ſundry times, 
this prayer was anſwered. She had been ftraitned for bread many 
times before, but ever after this was amply provided for. 

27. About this time, upon a ſabbath night, he preached in a 
ſheild, or ſheep-houſe, in a deſert place, a man ſtanding at the 
door, as he, came in he graſped him, and ſaid, Where are 
you going, Sir, and what brought you here? Go home, Sir, 
go home, you've neither art nor part with us, there will be a 
black account heard of you e're long.” Accordingly, very ſoon 


after, he went to Edinburgh and took that black teſt, That 


night he lectured upon the 7th chap. of Amos. And I will Jet a 
plumb. line in the midſt of my people the houſe of Tjrael. He cry'd 
out, Oh! how few of the MINISTERS in Scotland, will anſwer 
this plumb-line, Lord, ſend us a WELWOOD, a CARGILL, and 
a CAMERON, and ſuch as they, and make us quit of the reſt. 
And I will riſe againſt the houſe of Jeroboam with the ſword.” 
He ſaid. II] tell you good news; our Lord will take a feather 
out of Antichriſt's wing, which will bring down the Duke of 
York, and baniſh him oat of theſe kingdoms, and will remove the 
bloody ſword from above the heads of his people, and there ſhall 
never a man of the name of Stuart fit upon the throne of Bri- 
tain, after the Duke of York, whoſe reign is now ſhort, for 
their leachery, treachery, tyranny, and ſhedding of the precious 
blood of the Lord's people. But oh! black, black, black will 
the day be that will come upon Ireland, that they thall travel 
forty miles and not ſee a ſmoking houſe, nor hear a cock crow.“ 
At this he ſtarted up to his feet, and clapt his hands, and with a 
raviſhing voice cried aloud, Glory, glory to the Lord that has 
accepted a bloody ſacrifice, of a ſealed reftimony of Scotland's 
hand, we have a bloody cloth to hold up, and the lads that _ 


91 

the bullets through their heads, the laſt day at Glentroll, theif 
blood has made the cloth the redder: when our Lord looks upon 
the bloody cloth, he will keep the ſword of his avenging jaſtice 
in the ſheath for a time; but if Scotland ſhall not conſider the 
merciful day of their viſitation ; nor his Jong ſuffering patience, 
and forbearance, lead them to repentance, as we fear it will not, 
but harden them in their fin, and the greater part turn Goſpel- 
proof, and wax worſe and worſe ; then will the Lord accomplith 
all that be has threatened, of this well deſerved, foreſeen and 
foretold day of vengeance z when he begins he will alſo make an 
end, eſpecially againſt the houſe of Eli, for the iniquity which 
they cannot but know.” When ended, he and thoſe that were 


with him, laid down in the ſheep-houſe, and got ſome ſleep : he 


roſe early, and went up the water-fide and ſtayed long, when he 


came into them, he ſung the 32d pſalm, from the 7th verſe to 


the end, when ended he repeated the 7th verſe, 


Thou art my hiding- place, thou ſhalt 
From trouble ſet me free; 

Thou with ſongs of deliverance 
About ſhall compaſs me. 


Saying, © Theſe and the following are ſweet lines, which I got 
at the water- ſide this morning, and we'll get more to-morrow, 
and ſo we'll get daily proviſion; he was never behind with any 
that put their truſt in him, and he will not be in our debt, nor 
any who truly depends on him, and fo we'll go on in his ſtrength 
making mention of his righteouſneſs, and of his only.” The 
aforeſaid James Cuibſon went eight miles with him; when he 
took good night, he faid, © Sir, I think PH never ſee you 
again: he ſaid, © James, Ye and I will never meet again in 


time:“ and two ſeveral times when he went to Ireland before, 
when they parted he told him they would meet again. The ſaid 


James, John Muirhezd, and others of our ſufferers who were 
preſent, gave me theſe accounts, | | 

28. Shortly after they had landed from Ireland and Gallway, 
the enemy got notice, they being then in garriſons, foot and 
horſe, and it b-ing in murdering times, the alarm came to them in 
the morning, that foot and horſe were coming upon them, The 
aforeſaid John Muirhead being ſeized with a violent pain in his 
head; they ſtarted up to eſcape, he ſaid, ** Stay, ſtay lads, let 
us pray for old John e're we go:“ he ſtood up and ſaid, Lord, 
we hear that thy enemies and ours are coming upon us, and 
thou haſt laid thy hand of afiition upon old John, have pity 
upon him, for thy enemies will have none, his blood will run 
there where he lies, ſpare him at this time, we know not if he 
be ready to die.” And as John told me with the tears in his eye, 
the pain of his head, and the indiſpoſition of his body quite left 
him, and he ſtarted up and ran with the reſt. The enemies ſee- 
ing them, purſued them hard, ſometimes the horſe, and ſome- 


times the foot being near them; Providence fo ordered, that 
| : # Bis | they 


To”: 
they rode their horſes into a certain ſpot, ſurrounded with moſs 
and bogs ; while the enemy were thus intangled, they aſcended 
and got over a little hill, ſo that the enemy loſt ſight of them. 
He ſtood {till ard ſaid, Let us pray here, for if the Lord hear 
not our prayers, and ſave us, we are dead men, and our blood 
will run like water; if we muſt die, let the enemy kill us, and 
let our blood fill up their cup, that the day of vengeance that's 
coming upon them may be haftened.” Then he began and ſaid, 
« Lord, it is thy enemies day, hour and power ! they may not 
be idle, but haſt thou no other work for them, but to ſend them 
after us? Send them after thoſe to whom thou wilt give ſtrength 
te flee, for our ſtrength's gone, twine them about the hill, 
Lord, and caſt the lap of thy cloak o'er old Sandy and theſe poor 
creatures, and fave us this one time, and we'll keep it in remem- 
brance, and tell it to the commendation of thy goodneſs, pity, 
and compaſhon, what thou didſt for us at ſuch a time. 


Faith is the gift of God, and *tis the ſcope, 
The ſum and ſubſtance of a Chriſtian's hope. 


In the mean time, there was a dark cloud of miſt that paſt be- 
twixt them: after prayer he ordered two of them to give notice of 
the enemies motion, and the reſt to go alone, and cry mightily to 
the Lord for deliverance. In the mean time that they were thus 
exerciſed, there came poſts to the enemy, for them to go and 
purſue Mr. Renwick, and a great company with him. After the 
enemy were gone, he called them together, and ſaid, ** Let us 
not forget to return thanks to the Lord, for hearing and anſwer- 


ing us in the day of our diſtreſs;” and charged the whole crea- 


tion to praiſe the Lord, and adjured the clouds to praiſe him. 
Then he fat down at the fide of a well, and enquired if they had 
any crumbs of bread ? Some of them had fome few crumbs, 
when aſking a bleſſing, he ſaid, © Lord, thou who bleſſed the 
few loaves and fiſhes, and made them ſufficient for ſo many, 
bleſs this water and theſe crumbs to us, for we thought we ſhould 
never have needed any more of theſe creature-comforts.*?” 

29. A few days after this, the aforeſaid James Muirhead was 
in a houſe alone, at a diſtance from the reſt ; and in the morning 
was a dark miſt, and he knew not whither to go, or where to 
find them, only he heard him ſpeak of the name of a place where 
he was to baptize ſome children. He gave a ſixpence to a lad to 
conduct him to that place, which was ſix miles diſtant: when he 
came, he was praying after baptiſm : he came to John and ſaid, 
Poor ſtraying ſheep, how came you to ſtray from the reit? 1 
had a troubled morning for you, do not this again, otherwiſe it 
will fare the worſe with you.” 

30. About this time, he and John Clark were in a cave in 
Galloway, they had wanted meat and drink long, he ſaid, John, 
better be thruſt through with the ſword than pine away with 


® Reader prize, lat do nat abuſe fullneſs bread. 
. | hunger; 
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hunger; the earth and the fulneſs thereof belongs to my maſter, 


and [ have a right to as much of it as will keep me from fainting 
in his ſervice : go to ſuch a houſe and tell them plainly, that I 
have wanted meat ſo long: they will willingly give it:“ John 
ſaid, „ Sir, I am not willing to leave you in this place alone, 
for ſome have been frighted by the devil in this cave.“ No, 
no, John, _ need not fear that, I will venture of him for a 
time.” John went, and the people willingly gave him ſome 
meat: when he came back, he ſaid, John, it is very hard 
living in this world, incarnate devils above the earth, and devils 
beneath the earth, the devil has been here fince ye went away, [ 
have ſent him off in haſte, we'll be no more troubled with him 
this night.” | 5 

31. A little after this, he being yet in Galloway, John Muir- 


head and ſome others being with him. John ſaid to him, This 


is a very melancholy weary time,” (it being a time when they 
were killing and murdering the people of God), he replied, 


There are more dark weary days to come, when all your 


pulpits will be full of Preſbyterian miniſters, and it will 
turn ſo dark upon you, that many ſhall not know what to do, 
whether to hear or to forbear; and they ſhall then be reck- 
oned happy that got through Pentland, Bothwell, and Aird- 
moſs, and pot fairly off the ftage, and got martyrdom for 
Chriſt : for the miniſters will cut of many of the moſt ferious 
and zealous godly, but before that time ll be hid in a 
grave.” They enquired, what will become of the teſtimony of 
the church of Scotland ? Then he plucked the bonnet from his 
head and threw it from him, ſaying, ©* See how my bonnet lies; 
the ſworn-to and ſealed teſtimony of the church of Scotland will 
fall from among the hands of all parties, and will lye as cloſe 
upon the ground as you ſee my bonnet lye. How lamentably is 
this accompliſhed, to the obſervation of all who ſee with half an 
eye?!” 9 8 | | 

32+ At this time it was ſeldom that Mr. Peden could be pre- 
vailed with to preach; frequently anſwering and adviſing people 
to pray much, ſaying, ©* It was praying people that would get 
through the ſtorm, they would get preaching both much and 
good, but not much good of it until judgments be poured out, 
to lay the land deſolate. And at ather times, we needed not look 
for a great or good day of the goſpel, until the ſword of the 


French were amongſt us, to make a dreadful ſlaughter, and then 
after that brave good days: he and Mr. DONALD CARGILL 


ſaw, as it had been with one eye and ſpake with one breath; 
and frequently when they preſt him to preach, he had the 
{ame expreſſions in his anſwers. | | 

33. There were three lads murdered at Wigton, at the ſame 
time he was praying at Craigmyne, many miles diftant, he cryed 
out, There's a bloody ſacrifice put up this day at Wigton, 
theſe are the lads of Kirkly.” And theſe who lived near, knew 


not of it till it was paſt, I had this account from William 
B 3 | M*<Dougal, 
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M*Dougal, an old man in Ferry town, near Wigton, worthy of 
credit, who was preſent. 1 

34. After this, in Auchenroyth Muirs, in Nithſdale, Captain 
Jobn Mathiſon and others being with him, they were alarmed 
that the enemies were coming faſt upon them; they deſigned to 

ut him in ſome hole, and cover him with heath ; he being not 
able to run hard by reaſon of age, he dehired them to forbear a 
little, until! he prayed, where he ſaid, Lord, we are ever - 
needing at thy hand, and if we had not thy command to call 
on thee in the day of our trouble, and the promiſe of aniwering 
us in the day of our diſtreſs, we wot not what would become 
of us; if thou haſt any more work for us in thy world, allow us 
the lap of thy cloak this day again, and if thi: be the day gt our 
going off the ſtage, let us get honeſtly off, and comfortavly ho- 
rough, and our foals will {ing forth thy praite to eternity for 
what thou haſt done ro ns, and for us.“ When he ended he ran 
by himſelf a little, and came quickly back, faying, ** Lads, the 
bittereſt of the blaſt is over; we'!] be no more 'troubled wich 
them to day.” Foot and horſe came the lengch of Andrew 
Clark's in Auchengroch, where they were covered with a dark 
miſt; when they ſaw it, they roared like fleibly devils as they 
were, Crying out, There's the confornded miſt again, we 
cannot pet theſe damned whips purſuea for't. I had this account 
from Captain John Mathiſon, who was one of the company. 

35. About this time he was in a vouie, in the ſhire of Air, 
where James Neiſbit was ſtaying, (yet living in the caſtle of 
Edinburgh), who can bear witneis to the truth of this. At night 
as he was ſtanding before the fire, where he uttered ſome im- 
precations upon the curſed intelligencers“, ſaying, ** Who have 
told the enemy that I'm come out of ireland :?? when James took 

him to the place where he was to reſt a little; James ſaid, 
The ſervants take notice of your imprecations upon the intel- 
ligencers:“ he ſaid, ©* Ye will know to-morrow, before nine of 
| the clock, what ground J have for it; I wiſh thy head may be 
preſerved, for it will be in danger for me: I'll take my own time 
and be gone from this houſe.” Some time of that night he 
[þ went to a deſert place, and hid himfelf in a moſs bog, the next 
1 morning James was going to the field. About eight o'clock 
1 there was a troop of the enemies ſurrounding the houſe ; when 
5 James ſaw them he ran; they purſued him hard, and he got to 
it | a moſs, where they could purſue him no further with horſes ; they 
fired upon him, and he having knots on his hair on each fide of 
his head, one of the bullets took away one of the knots. oY 
ran where Mr. Peden was, who ſaid, ** Oh Jamie, Jamie, I a 
glad your head's ſafe, for I knew it would be in danger; he 
took his knife and took away the other knot, | 
36. About this ſame time, James Wilſon, in Douglaſs, a ſingular 
good man known to many, was in Airdmoſs, and being together 
iome time without ſpeaking, as Mr. Peden's ordinary manner was, 
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when there was any extraordinary thing in hand. They came to 
Mr. Cameron's grave, where he and eight others were buried. 
After ſome time fitting upon the grave, he gave James a clap 
on the ſhoulder with his heavy hand and ſaid. James, I'm 


going to tell you a ſtrange tale:“ James ſaid, Pm willing to 


bear't.” He ſaid, This is a dreadful day, both of finnin 

and ſuffering : but, ſaid he, though it be a dreadful day, it wil 

not laſt long: this perſecution will be ſtopt within a few years, 
but I will not ſee it. And you are all longing and praying for 
that day, but when it comes you will not crack ſo much of it as 
you think; and ye're a vain man, James, and many others, with 
your bits of paper and drops of blood (meaning our martyrs, teſ- 
timonies of blood) and who but you and your bits of paper and 
drops of blood + ? But when that day comes, there will be a ſwarm 
of indulged, lukewarm miniſters come out of Holland, England 
and Ireland, together with a ſwarm of them at home, and ſome 
young things that know nothing, and they will hyve together 
in a general aſſembly : and the red hands with blood, and the 
black hands with defection, will be taken by the hand, and the 
right hand given them by our miniſters, and ye will not know who 
has been the perſecutor, complier, or ſufferer; and your bits of 


*The Cargillites and Cameronians, (ſo called from two eminent preachers 
of thoſe names) publiſhed a formal declaration, wherein they renounced all 
allegiance to the King---their reaſon was, that he bad broke his coronation 
oath by breaking the soLEMN LEAGUE AND COYENANT, therefore had 
forfeited his right to the throne, As they were affixing this to the market- 
croſs of Dumfries, the guards attacked them; the great Cameron was killed 
on the ſpot; Hackſton and Cargill were taken; the former was taken before 
the council, but would not own their authority, He was fo weak by reaſon 


of his wounds that they were afraid he would die in the examination: fo be 


was ſentenced to have both his hands cut off, and then to be hanged, All 
this he ſuffered with a conſtancy that amazed all people: he feemed all the 
while to be in a rapture, and inſenſible of what was done to him. When his 
hands were cut off, he aſked like one unconcerned if his feet muſt be cut off 
likewiſe : yea, to compleat the aſtoniſhment, fo amazingly ſtrong was his 
heart, notwithſtanding the loſs of blood, that when he was cut up, and his 
heart hung out, it continued to palpitate ſome time on the point ef the hang- 
man's knife, Cargill and many others ſuffered with ſo wonderful patience and 

tortitude, that though the Duke ſent the offer of pardon to them on the ſcaffold, 
if they would only ſay, God bleſs the King, it was refuſed with great neglect: 
one of them, a woman, ſaid very calmly, * She was ſure God would not bleſs 
him, therefore ſhe would not take his name in vain,” Another woman, with 
more ſpirits, faid, “ She would not worſhip this idol, nor acknowledge any 
other King or Head of the church but CHRIST: fo both were hanged toge- 
ther with fourteen more at the ſame time; all of them ſeemed glad to ſuffer for 
their opinions, (and I may add---and for conſcience fake), 

It is undeniable that men who die maintaining any opinion, ſhew that 
they are firmly perſuaded of it. Thus, the martyrs of the firſt age, who 
died for aſſerting a matter of fact, ſuch as the Reſurrection of Chriſt, or the 
miracles they had ſeen, ſhewed that they were well purſuaded of the truth of 
thoſe facts. Piſhop Burnet's Hiſt, Vol. 2. Page 888. 

N. B. By comparing this with the 19th paragraph it ſeems Mr, Peden was 
now in Ireland and continued three years. 

* By bits of paper he meant, their punctual renewing the ſclemm league and 
c:enant, By drops of blood, he means the blood of their martyrs,---In this 
ey ſeemed to rejoice, | 
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| J 24] 
paper and your drops of blood will be ſhut to the door, and never 
a word more of them, and ye and your teſtimony cut off at the 
web's end.” He gave him another ſore clap upon the ſhoulder, 
Gying, ** Keep mind of this, James Wilſon, for as the Lord 
lives it will ſurely come to paſs.” James Wilſon told me this 
ſhortly thereafter, and renewed it again at the firſt general aſ- 
ſembly, when he and I and many others ſaw the accompliſhment 
of this in every particular to our great grief. 
37. In the beginning of May, 1685, he came to the houſe of 
ohn Brown and Marion Weir, whom he married before he went 
laſt to Ireland, where he ſtayed all night, and in the morning 
when he took his farewel, he came out at the door, ſaying to 
himſelf, «+ Poor woman, a fearful morning,“ twice over, a 
dark miſty morning.” The next morning betwixt five and fix 
o'clock, John Brown having performed the warſhip of God in 


his family, was going with a ſpade in his hand. The miſt be- 


ing very dark, knew not till bloody Claver-houſe compaſſed 
him with three troops of horſe, brought him to his houſe, and 
there examined him, who, though he was a man of a ſtammer- 
ing ſpeech, yet anſwered him diſtinctly, and ſolidly, which 
made Claver-houſe to examine theſe whom he had taken to be 
his guides through the muirs, if ever they had heard him preach. 
They anſwered, ©* No, no, he was never a preacher.” He 
ſaid, „If he has never preached, he has prayed much in his 
time.” He ſaid to John, Go to your prayers, for you ſhall 
immediately die.” When he was praying, Claver-houſe inter- 
rupted him three times. One time that he ſtopt him, he was 
Praying ** that the Lord would ſpare a remnant, and not make 
a full end in the day of his anger.” Claver-houſe ſaid, © I 
gave you time to pray, and ye're begun to preach.” He turned 
about upon his knees and faid, “Sir, ye know neither the na- 
ture of preaching nor praying, that calls this preaching :” then 
continued without confuſion. When ended, Claver-houſe ſaid, 
Take good night of your wife and children ;” his wife ſtand- 
ing by, and her child in her arms, and another child of his firſt 
wife's, He came to her, and ſaid, * Now Marion, the day is 
come that I told you would come when I ſpake firſt to you of 
marrying me:“ the faid, ©* Indeed, John, I can willingly give 
vou up ;” then he ſaid, ©* That's all I deſire. I have no more 
0 do but die; | have been prepared to meet with death for 
many vears.” He kiſſed his wife and children, and wiſhed 
purchaſed and promiſed bleſſings to be multiplied upon them, 
and his bleſſing. Claver-houſe ordered fix ſoldiers to ſhoot him: 
the moſt part of the bullets came upon his head, which ſcattered 
his brains upon the ground, Claver-houſe ſaid to his wife, 
** What thiukeſt thou of thy huſband now, woman?“ She ſaid, 
thought ever much good of him, and as much now as ever.” 
He ſaid, It were but juſtice to lay thee beſide him :” ſhe ſaid, 
If you were permitted, 1 doubt not but your cruelty would 


go that length; but how will you anſwer for this morning's 


work *” He ſaid, . To man I can be anſwerable, and for God, 
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| PII take kim in my own hand.” Claver-houſe mounted his 


horſe and marched, and left her with the corps of her dead huſ- 
band lying there: ſhe ſet the children upon the ground, and 
athered his brains, and tied up his head, and ftraighted his 
keay, and covered him with her plaid, and fat down and wept 
over him; it being a very deſert place, and far from neigh- 
bours. It was ſometime before any friends came to her; the 
firſt that came was a very fit hand, that old fingular Chriſtian 
woman in Cumerhead, named Elizabeth Menzie, three miles 
diſtant, who had been tried with the violent death of her huſ- 
band at Pentland, afterwards of two worthy ſons, Thomas Weir 
who was killed at Drumclog, and David Steel, who was ſuddenly 
ſhot afterwards when taken, The ſaid Marion Weir, fitting 
upon her huſband's grave-ſtone, told me, That before that 
ſhe could ſee no blood, but ſhe was in danger of fainting, and 
yet was helped to be a witneſs to all this without either fainting ®_ 
or confuſion, except when the ſhots were let off her eyes dazzled. 
His corps were buried at the end of the houſe where he was 


ſain, with this inſcription on his grave- ſtone: 


In earth's cold bed, the duſty part here lies 

Of one who did the earth as duſt deſpiſe; 

Here, in this place from earth he took departure, 
Now he has got the garland of the martyr. 


This murder was committed betwixt fix and ſeven in the morn- 
ing; Mr. Peden was about ten or eleven miles diſtant, having 
been in the fields all night; he came to the houſe betwixt ſeven 
and eight, and defired to call in the family that he might pray 
amongſt them: He ſaid, Lord, when wilt thou avenge Brown's 
blood: Oh, let Brown's blood be precious in thy fight; haſten 
the day when thou'lt avenge it with Cameron's. O for that day 
when the Lord will avenge all theirs, Cargill's, and many other 
of our martyrs names and blood.” When ended, John Muir- 
head enquired what he meant by Brown's blood, he ſaid, twice 
over, What do I mean? Claver-houſe has been at the Preſnil 
this morning, and has cruelly murdered John Brown, his corps 
are lying at the end of his houſe, and' his poor wife fitting weep- 


ing by them, and not a ſoul to ſpeak comfortably to her. 


1 his morning after the ſun-riſing | ſaw a ſtrange apparition in 
the firmament, the appearance of a very clear bright-ſhining 
ſtar, fall from heaven to the earth. And indeed there is a 
clear ſhining light fallen this day, the greateſt Chriſtian that 
ever I converſed with.“ | | 5 

38. After this, two days before Argylle was broken and taken, 
he was near to Wigtown in Galloway, a conſiderable number of 
men were gathered together in arms to go to his aſſiſtance, they 


* Where can we find a more moving and practical comment on that 
heart-chearing text As thy day is ſo ſhall thy firength be! Bleſſed God 
thy promiſe never fails,” gs, 


preſſed 


- 
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preſſed him to preach, but he poſitively refuſed, ſaying, * He 
would only pray with them;” where he continued long, and 
ſpent ſome part of that time in praying for Ireland, pleading 
r that the Lord would ſpare a remnant and not make a full end 
3n the day of his anger, and would put it in the hearts of bis 
own to flee over to this bloody land, where they would find ſafety 
for a time.” After prayer they got ſome meat, and he gave 
every one of his old pariſhioners that were there, a piece out of 
his own hand, calling them his children ; where he adviſed all 
to go no further, But for you that are my children, I diſ- - 
charge you to go your foot length, for before you can travel that 
length he will be broke, and though it were not fo, God will 
neither honour him nor Monmouth to be inſtruments of a good 
work for his church, they have dipt their hand fo far in the 
| perſecution.” And that {ame day that Arpylle was taken Mr. 
George Barcley was preaching, and perſuaded men in that 
country to go to Argylle's aſſiſtance. After ſermon he ſaid to 
George, Now Argyle is in the enemies hands and gone, 
though he was many miles diſtant. I had this account from ſome 
of theſe his children who were preſent. And laſt from Mr. 
George Barcley's ſelf. | 

39. After this he was to preach at night at Pardaroch in Car- 
rick; the miſtreſs of the houſe went and told the enemy, and 
came back to the houſe that ſhe might not be ſuſpected : Mr. 
Peden being in the fields came in haſte to the door and called 
the miſtreſs and ſaid, **. Ye've play'd a bonny ſport to yourſelf, 
by being ſo looſe tongued ; the enemy is informed that I was to 
drop a word this night in this houſe, you'll repent it; to-morrow 
morning the enemy will be here; and yell have an ill red-up 
houſe : farewel, I'll ſtay no longer in this place.” To-morrow 
morning both foot and horſe were about the houſe. 

40. In the ſame year, within, the bounds of Carrick, John 
Clark in Muirbrook being with him, ſaid, „“ Sir, what think ye 
of this preſent time? Is it not a dark and melancholy day, and 
can there be a more diſcouraging time than this?” He ſaid, 
« Yes, John, this is indeed a dark diſcouraging time, but there 
will be a darker time than this, theſe filly graceleſs, wretched 
creatures the CURATES ſhall go down, and after them ſhall riſe 
a party called Prey{byterians, but having little more than the 
name, they ſhall. as really as Chriſt was crucified without the 
gates of Jeruſalem on Mount Calvary, bodily, I ſay they ſhall as 
really crucify Chritt in his cauſe and intereſt, in Scotland, and 
ſhall lay bim in his grave, and his friends ſhall give him his 
winding-ſheet and he ſhall! ly as one buried for a conſiderable 
time; O! then John there ſhall be darkneſs and dark days, ſach 
as the poor church of Scotland never ſaw the like of them ; nor 
ſhall ſee if once they were over: yea, John, this ſhall be ſo dark, 
that if a poor man would go between the eaſt ſea-hank and the 
weſt ſea-bank ſeeking a miniſter to whom they would communi- 
cate their caſe or tel] them the mind of the Lord concerning the 
times and ſtate of their ſouls, he ſhould not find one.“ John aſked = 

| | where 
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« where the teſtimony ſhould be then? He anſwered, * In the 
hands of a few, who ſhall neither have miniſter nor magiſtrate 
amongſt them, who ſhall be deſpiſed and undervalued by all, 
but eſpecially by theſe miniſters who buried Chrift, but after 
that he ſhall get up upon them, and at the crack of his winding- 
ſheet as many of them as are alive, who were at the burial, ſhall 
be diſtracted and mad for fear, not knowing what to do: Then 
John there ſhall be brave days, ſuch as the church of Scotland 
never ſaw the like, but I ſhall not ſee them.” | | 
41. In the ſame year 1685, preaching in the night time in a 
barn at Carrick upon that text, Pſa, Ixviii. 1, 2. Let God ariſe 
and let his enemies be ſcattered, Let them that hate him flee before 
him e As ſmoke is driven ſo drive thou them. Yo inſiſting how the 
enemies and haters of God and godlineſs are toſſed and driven 
as ſmoak or chaff by the wind of God's vengeance while on 
earth, and that wind would blow and drive them all to hell in 
the end: Stooping down, there being chaff among his feet, he 
took a handful of it, and ſaid, The duke of York, the duke 
of Vork, and now king of Britain, a known enemy to God and 
godlineſs; it was by the vengeance of God that ever he got that 
name, but as you ſee me throw away that chaff, ſo the wind of 
that vengeance ſhall blow and drive him off that throne, and he 
nor no other of that name ſha]l ever come on it again,” 5 


Tremendous kings o'er nations ſway, 
Their ſubjects tremble and obey ; | 
But kings themſelves muſt humble prove, 


42. About this time preaching in Carrick in the pariſh of 
Caminel, in the day time in the fields, David Maſon, then a 
5 came in haſte trampling upon the people to be near 

im, he ſaid, „There comes the devil's rattle-bag, we do not 
want him here.“ After this the ſaid David became officer in 
that bounds, and an informer, running and ſummoning the 
people to their unhappy courts for their non-conformity. For 
that, he, and his got the name of the devil's rattle-bags, and 
to this day do: ſince the Revolution, he complained to his mi- 
niſter, that he and his got that name: the miniſter ſaid, «* Ve 
well deſerved it, and he was an honeſt man that gave you it, 
you and yours mult enjoy it, there's no help for it.“ 

43. A little before his death he was in Auchinloch (where 
he was born, in the houſe of John Richman, there being two 
beds in the chamber, one for him and one for Andrew 2 
when Andrew went to bed he heard him very importunate 
with the Lord, to have pity upon the weſt of Scotland, and ſpare 
a remnant, and not make a full end in the day of his anger: 
and when he was off his knees walking up and down the cham- 
ber, crying out, Oh the monzies, the French monzies; ſee 
how they run, how long will they run? Lord cut their ham- 
finnews and ſtay their running.” Where he continued all night, 
ſometimes on his knees, and ſometimes walking. In the morn- 


ing they enquired what he meant by the monzies, he _ 
| 66 
| « Oh! 
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Oh! firs, yell have a dreadful day by the French monzies, 
and a ſet of wicked men in theſe lands who will take part with 
them, the weſt of Scotland will pay dearly for it; they'll run 
thicker by the water of Air and Clyde, than ever the Highland 
men did.” I lay in that chamber three years ago, and the ſaid 
John Richman and his wife told me that theſe were his words. 
At other times to the ſame purpoſe, ſaying, ** Oh! the mon- 
zies, the monzies will be thorow the breadth and length of the 
fouth and weſt of Scotland, O! I think I ſee them at our fire- 
fide, ſlaying man and wife and children, the remnant will get 
a breathing, but they will be driven to the wilderneſs again, 
and their ſharpeſt ſhowers be laſt.” 1 ä 
To the ſame purpoſe ſpake theſe two following miniſters, 
Mr. Thomas Lundie, a godly minifter in the north at 
Rotry, his ſiſter, a lady in that country, who died in the year | 
1683, gave the following accounts; Mr. Lundie, after ſome 4 
fickneſs and ſeeming recovery again which comforted them, but 
one morning ſtaying longer than ordinary in his chamber, the 
aforeſaid lady knocking at his chamber door, opened it, and 
- found him more than ordinary weighted down : ſhe aſked him the 
=. reaſon, ſeeing he was now better: whereupon ſmiling, he ſaid, 
3 < Within a few hours I'll be taken from you; but alas for the 
day that I ſee coming upon Scotland; the Lord has letten me fee 
the French marching with their armies thorow the breadth and 
length of the land, marching to their bridle reins in the blood 
of all ranks, and that for a broken, burnt, and buried CQVE- 
NANT; but neither ye nor I will hve to ſee it.” As alſo one 
Mr. Douglas, a godly miniſter in Galloway, a little before his 
death, ſeeming as ſlumbering in his bed, bis wife and other 
friends ſtanding by, when he awaked, he ſeemed more than 
ordinary weighted, and groaned heavily, ſaying, “ Sad days 
for Scotland: His wife aſked what will be the iniftruments ? 
he ſaid, The {word of foreign enemies, they will be heavy 
and ſharp, but not long; but they will not be yet, but not long 
to them: but O! glorious days on the back of them to poor 
waſted Scotland,” | 
44. Some notes of his laſt Preface * in the Cloomwood +, at 
the water of Air, a little before his death. > 
My Maſter is the rider and Pm the horſe. I never love to 
ride but when [I find the ſpurs; I know not what 1 have to do 
amongſt you this night, he wiſhed it might be for their good, 
for it will be the laſt, it is long ſince it was our deſire to God, 
to have you taken off our hand, and now he's pranting our de- 
fre, There are four or five things I have to tell you this night, 
and the firſt is this. A bloody ſword, a bloody ſword, a bloody 
{word for thee, O! Scotland, that ſhall pierce the hearts of many. 
2dly. Many miles ſhall ye travel and ſhall ſee nothing but de- 
folation and ruinous waſtes in thee, O Scotland. 3dly. The 
fertileſt places in Scotland ſhall be as waſte and deſolate as the 
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The introduction to his laſt ſermon, | 
+ A place where they often met, being very retired, 


mountains. 
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mountains. Athly. The women with child ſhall be ript up and 
daſhed to pieces. 5thly. Many a conventicle has God had in 
thee, O Scotland! but ere long, God ſhall have a conventicle 
that will make Scotland tremble. Many a preaching has God 
beſtowed on thee, but ere long, God's judgments ſhall be as 
frequent as theſe precious meetings were, wherein he ſent forth 
his faithful ſervants, to give faithful warning of the danger of 
thy apoſtacy, from God, in breaking, burning and burying his 
covenant, perſecuting, ſlighting and contemning the goſpel, 
ſhedding the precious blood of his ſaints and ſervants. God ſent 
forth a WELWOOD, a KID, and a KING, a CAMERON and a 
CARGILL#®, and others to preach to thee, but ere long God ſhall 
preach to thee by fire, and a bloody {word ; God will let none 
of theſe mens words fall to the ground, whom he ſent forth with 
a commiſſion to preach theſe things in his name, he will not ler 
' one ſentence fall to the ground, but they ſhall have a ſure ac- 
compliſhment to the ſad experience of many.” In his prayer 
after ſermon, he ſaid, © Lord, thou haſt been both good and 
kind to old Sandy, thorow a long tract of time, and given him 
many years in thy ſervice, which has been but as ſo many 
months; but now he's tired of thy world, and hath done all 
the good in it that he will do, let him away with the honeſty 
he has got, he will gather no more.” | 
45. When the day of his death drew near, and not able to 
travel, he came to his brother's houſe in the pariſh of Scorn, 
where he was born; he cauſed dig a grave with a ſaughen buth 
covering the mouth of it, near to his brother's houſe, the ene- 
mies got notice and ſearched the houſe narrowly many times : in 
the time that he was in the cave, he ſaid to ſome friends, That 
God ſhall make Scotland a deſolation.” 2dly. There ſhould 
be a remnant in the land, whom God ſhould ſpare and hide.“ 
3dly.“ They ſhould lie in holes and caves of the earch, and 
be ſapplied with meat and drink ; and when they came out of 
their holes, they ſhould not have freedom to walk for tumbling 
on the dead corples.” Athly. A ſtone cut out of the moun- 
tain, ſhould come down, and God ſhould be avenged on the 
great ones of the earth, and the inhabitants of the land, far 
their wickedneſs ; and then the church ſhould come forth bud- 
ding and bloſſoming.” He wiſhed, © That the Lord's people 
might be hid in their'caves, as if they were not in the world, 
for nothing would do it, until God appeared with his judg- 
ments; and they that got through that bitter and ſhort ſharp 
ſtorm, by the ſword of the French, and a ſet of unhappy men 
taking part with them, then there would be a fpring-tide dav 
of theplenty, purity and power of the goſpel.” Giving them 
that for a ſign, If he were but once buried, they might be 
in doubts, but if he were oftener buried than once, they might 
be perſuaded that all he had ſaid would come to paſs, and ear- 
neſtly deſired them to take his corpſe out to Air's Moſs, and 


t All theſe were zealous flaming miniſters who were all either murdered or 
impriſoned, | 


bury 


1 | 
bury him beſide Richie“, (meaning Mr. Cameron) that he might 
get reſt in his grave, for he had gotten little through his We 3 
but I know ye will not do this. He told them, That bury % 
Him were they would he would be lifted again; but the man 
that put firſt to his hand to lift his corpſe, four things ſhould be- 
fal him. 1. He ſhould pet a great fall from a houſe. 2. He ſhould 
fall in adultery, 3. In theft, and for theſe he ſhould leave the 
land. 4. Make a melancholy end abroad for murther ;” which 
accordingly came to paſs. 'This was one Murdach, a maſon to 
His trade, but then in the military, who firſt put his hand to 
his corpſe. 
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Know thou whoe'r with heavenly power contends, 
Short 1s his date, and ſoon his glory ends. 
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A little before his death, he ſaid, Ye will be angry where I 
will be buried at laſt, but I diſcharge you all to lift up my corpſe 
again.“ At laſt, one morning early he came to the door, and 
Jeft his cave, his brother's wife ſeeing him, ſaid unto him, 
«© Where are you going? the enemies will be here ;” he ſaid, 
« I know that.“ Alas! Sir, what will become of you? 
you muſt back to the cave again.“ He ſaid, I have done 
with that, for it is diſcovered, but that 1s no matter, for within 
forty-eight hours I will be beyond the reach of all the devil's 
temptations, and his inſtruments in hell and on earth, and they P 
ſhall trouble me no more.” About three hours after he entered | 

the houſe, the enemies came and found him not in the cave, 

ſearched the barn narrowly, caſting the unthraſhen corn, and 

ſearched the houſe, ſtabbing the beds, but entered not the place 

where he lay. He told them again, That bury bim where 

they would, he would be lifted again,” and within forty-eight 

hours he died. He died on January 28th, 1686, being paſt 

fixty years, and was buried in the Laird of Afflect's iſle +. The | 
enemies got notice of his death and burial, ſent a troop of 1 
dragoons and lifted his corpſe and carried them to Cumlock gal- 

lows foot, and buried him there, after forty days being in the 
grave, beſide other martyrs. His friends thereafter laid a 

grave ſtone above him, with this inſcription: 


Here lies Mr. ALEXANDER PDE, a faithful Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, ſometimes at Glenluce, who departed this life Ja- 
nuary the 28th, 1686, and was raiſed after {ix weeks 
out of his grave, and buried here out of contempt. 


After this that troop of dragoons came to quarter in the pa- 
Tiſh of Cambuſnethen, two of them (were ee in the houſe 
of James Gray, my acquaintance,) being frighted in their ſleep, 
ſtarted up and clapped their hands, crying, 4 Peden, Peden.” 


 * Theſe gracious men were dear in their life, ſo he deſired they might not 
be divided in their death. They no doubt ſhall be joined in the reſurrection of 
the juſt, 
+ Squire Afflect's family vault, | 
Theſe 
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Theſe two dragoons affirmed, that out of their curioſi y, they 
opened his coffin to ſee his corpſe, and they had no ſmell, the? 
he had been forty days dead. | 7 


As chymiſts purge by fire the bullion oar, 
He'll raiſe thy ruin'd frame, more beauteous than before. 


All the tyranny and cruelty of theſe times by theſe enemies 
of God and godlineſs, that were exerciſed upon the bodies and 
conſciences of the Lord's people, was ſaid that it was all for re- 
bellion : there was no ground to think or fear that the corpſe df 
that ſervant of Chriſt, after fix weeks lying in the grave, would 
riſe in rebellion againſt them: this is ſomewhat like that which 
hiſtorians give an account of: That the popiſh party made ſearch 
for the bones of John Wickliff, their great oppoſer in his life, by 
his preaching and writings ; forty-two years after his death found 
bones, but were uncertain whether they were his or not, and took 
them up to the top of an hill, and burnt them, and gathered 
the aſhes in a bag, and threw them into a river. Mr. Sa- 
muel Clark gives another inſtance of a Chriſtian Jew 1n Italy, 
who after the -popiſh party had murdered him, laid his eorpſe 
in the open ſtreet of the city, prohibiting all to bury him, 
where they lay nine days, and inſtead of ſtink they had a ſweet 
charming ſmell, which induced many people to ſtand and won- 
der; Which, when the enemies found the ſweet ſmell themſelves, 
they cauſed take them up and bury them. 

ALL theſe foregoing inſtances I am ſurely informed of for 
matter and ſubſtance, except the 40th paſſage, which is ſaid he 
ſpoke to John Clark in Muirbrook, within the bounds of Car- 
rick, in the year 1685, and has been paſſing from hand to hand 
almoſt ever fince in write; Iſent a friend 20 miles to him for the 
certainty of it: and although he was my old acquaintance, he 
delayed to give it, but promiſed to viſit Mr. Murry in Penpont, 
in September, 1723, and give him a full account, but has not 
performed his promiſe. Captain John Campbell, of Wallwood, 
his maſter, promiſed to get a true account from himſelf, and 
ſend it to me, but has not done it. I am informed that ſome 
other friends enquired at the ſaid John, who owned, that the 
goth paſſage was all one for matter and ſubſtance of what Mr. 
Peden ſaid to him. | 
There is other two paſſages, that for many years I've oiten 
heard from friends, and I doubt nothing of the truth of them 
in my own mind, though I be not pointed in time and place. 

_ Firſt, One day preaching in the fields, in his prayer he prayed 
earneſtly for the preſervation of the people, and again and 
again prayed for that man that was to loſe his life; the ene- 
mies came upon them that ſame day, and fired upon the people, 
and there was none of them either wounded or killed, ſave one 
man, and he was ſhot dead. | : 

A ſecond paſſage, One time he was preaching, and giving a 
very large offer of Chriſt in the goſpel terms; an- old woman 


fitting before him, he laid his hands upon each fide of her * 
| | 7 -—M 


and rocked her from ſide to fide, and ſaid, © Thou witch W.. 
man, thou witch woman, thou witch woman, I offer Chriſt to 
thee, quit the devil's ſervice, thou haſt a bad 5 1 thou wilt 2% 
never make thy farthing a halfpenny of him; and if thou wilt 
break off and renounce the devil's ſervice, I promiſe thee in mp 
maſter's name, that he will give thee ſalvation.” After this + 
there was a diſcernible change in her practice; and when ſhe | 
was dying, ſhe. confeſſed that ſhe, was either engaged in the 
devil's ſervice, or was engaging; and expreſt her great thank- 
fulneſs, that ſhe had the happineſs to hear Mr. Peden.“ He 


being the inſtrument of her converſion. \ „ 


4 4 "OE l ” > - 

* , 0 N * * 7 8 LS To : . 1 0 

4 : . * \ 2: = "©. 7 1 
8 . J * 

£ 33 : 22 0 e Ee \ me Is "Bu WS 7 

* ' : 9 . 4+ s "the? SPY > In & 5-6 > I F -4 1 
; . 9 . * N ä = c 8 99 
4 ” 
. YL P P * * - * * 1 7 
: 
* 


| 258 E60ͤö ĩð 
p & 1 A 


P 


. A k = n 
e 4 . | ogy tf ; 
|: 15 Rs Bt? , A N 
* * 1 ” , * 
8 1 8. 


q * 
? " 1 ; þ 2 5 F vs 1 
b £ n * by 1 7 a T, & f 2 


8 3 - 2 


” * * ** * 3 1 
4 | N * — & P 3 4 K 4 
TO T HE \Esg Mins inborn £7 
7 ©. SS Wm A by * . * - N 
x * 2 " ., and . * 
| | 5 F * ern 2 <2 2 


F þ 


; 2 


y * = ” + 1 ys 4 


CONTAINING 5 2 


VERY IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS 


» E * 9 * f 
* 


* 77 coat” BI NEb 
PRINCE or DARKNE 


* 


. i 


83 4 


M2 2% 


a» 


* 


n — 


